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U.S. CUSTOMS & BORDER PROTECTION
  NUMBER:

07-04
TRADE INFORMATION NOTICE
        ISSUE DATE:
01-16-07

SUBJECT:              Use of the Automated Manifest System (AMS) to Provide Hold and
                                Release Notification to the Trade --

                                Elimination of Paper Manifest and Container Hold Sheets

DISTRIBUTION:
Customs Brokers, Steamship Operators, In-Bond Carriers, 
                               Freight Forwarders, NVOCCs, Container Freight Station Operators, 
                               Marine Terminal Operators, Air Freight Carriers, and Airlines


PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this Trade Information Notice (TIN) is to notify the local trade community that the Area Port of Seattle, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), intends to discontinue the practice of faxing manifest hold sheets to the trade community effective March 5, 2007.  The Automated Manifest System (AMS) is the official means of communicating cargo manifest dispositions and will continue to be used for the purpose of providing hold and/or release messages to the trade community.  It is the responsibility of the trade community to view and process these manifest messages as they relate to their respective shipments and/or containers. 

BACKGROUND: 
On December 2, 2002, CBP implemented the Vessel 24-Hour Advanced Manifest Rule, which mandates that vessel carriers submit, via AMS, electronic cargo declarations a minimum of 24 hours prior to loading cargo onboard a vessel at a foreign port destined for the United States.   Additional advance manifest requirements were issued in the Final Rule, published in the Federal Register on December 5, 2003, requiring all carriers to provide AMS electronic manifest information prior to arrival at a U.S. port of entry, with specific timeframes based on mode of transportation and last foreign port of lading.  CBP reviews all submitted manifests and provides an electronic notification via AMS to the trade community when a shipment is identified that either requires further information, and/or must be held for examination by CBP personnel. 

Since the implementation of the Vessel, Air and Truck manifest rules; the Area Port of Seattle has maintained a duplicative practice of faxing paper hold sheets to the container terminals, carriers and NVOCCs.  This practice is inconsistent with procedures utilized at the majority of seaports throughout the United States.  This practice has also detracted from the use of AMS as the official notification system, resulting in a reliance on faxed hold sheets to secure the release of containers.  In an effort to ensure uniformity, streamline the examination process for both CBP and the trade community, and support use of AMS to communicate hold and release information, the practice of faxing hold sheets to the trade community will be discontinued.  This TIN applies to ALL modes of cargo conveyance for all ports of entry within the Seattle Area Port.

ACTION: 

Effective March 5, 2007 the practice of faxing cargo hold sheets to the trade community will cease. AMS will be the sole mechanism used to provide CBP hold and release notification to the trade community.   Except for extraordinary circumstances, no telephone calls will be placed or faxes transmitted with cargo hold information.   However, the practice of coordinating exams with airlines, container terminals or other locations via telephone will continue. 

(Multiple) Cargo handling indicators may be utilized to expedite required CBP actions.  The indicators in the public remarks for the shipment being held will represent the initial enforcement activity that must be completed by CBP prior to any level of clearance activity.  A comma will separate each required action.

The following is a list of cargo handling indicators:

INDICATOR

DESCRIPTION
AQTWO 

CBP AG Inspection 

AFUM 

CBP AG Condition of entry fumigation 

ADOC 

Shipping documents required 

ATG 


CBP AG Tailgate inspection 

AQCES 

CBP AG Full DEVAN at CES

CTG 


CBP Tailgate 

ENFCES 

CBP Full DEVAN at CES 

TECES 

CBP Trade Enforcement - CBP controlled drayage required 

TCCES 

CBP Trade Compliance - Broker option for drayage

For example:

CBP could place one or more holds on a bill.  CBP determines the following three separate hold actions are required before the cargo can be released. 

• NII scanning of the container at the terminal of arrival/discharge. 

• The cargo is required to be fumigated at an authorized CBP facility. 

• The cargo has been directed for CBP AG intensive inspection at a CES.

The carrier and terminal operator will receive three separate status notification records in the “R02” field: 

• 7H hold for NII exam. 

• 2H hold with “AFUM” cargo handling indicator code in the public remarks field. 

• 1H hold with “AQCES” cargo handling indicator code in the public remarks field.

If subsequent enforcement activity is necessary, further direction will be relayed to the carriers and terminal operators via the public remarks field with the posting of “1M” message(s) in AMS. 

For example, if after completion of an NII examination (hold code “7H”), CBP determines a physical inspection is required at the CES, the appropriate instructions will be added to the AMS as a “1M” message with instructions in the public remarks using the indicator “ENFCES”.  Other examples are hold types “1H” or “2H” with the indicator “ADOC” (fax invoices, packing list, B/L, and fumigation certificate required). The subsequent instructions in the “1M” remarks may be “AQCES” 

or “AFUM” to instruct the interested parties to move the container to a CES for a physical inspection or hold for fumigation.  Once all examinations/inspections have been completed, the hold(s) will be removed and the carrier/terminal operator will receive hold removal code(s), associated with the original hold code (e.g., a 1H hold will be removed by a 1I and a 2H hold will be removed by a 2I and a 7H hold for an NII exam will be removed by a 7I, etc.). The hold removal notifications will not include public remarks regarding the status of the individual cargo handling indicators. The issuance of the hold removal disposition code(s) will be the sole notification to the carrier/terminal operator that all required CBP actions have been completed.

In order to effectively capture the transmitted information relative to cargo handling messages and determine the manifest’s current hold status, it may be necessary for carriers and terminal operators to run queries at regular intervals to locate Vessel AMS postings with: 

• Holds 

• Messages 

• Removals

The trade community is responsible for monitoring AMS and ensuring all cargo requiring CBP examination is held.  As provided by regulation, appropriate penalties and/or liquidated damages will be issued for cargo leaving the terminals or other locations prior to release by CBP. 

Gate-outs (any cargo designated for CBP hold using disposition code “7H”) must be reported to CBP immediately.

CBP Seattle is committed to ensuring this process continues to move forward towards a successful implementation.  In support of this goal, CBP is seeking to work closely with terminal operators that are interested in the transition to the paperless process prior to the implementation date.  Operators interested in such an opportunity should contact Chief CBP Officer John D. Barnes at john.d.barnes@dhs.gov or at (206) 553-6755 to arrange to be assigned a dedicated Advance Targeting Unit Liaison Officer during the transition/implementation period.  CBP will notify and meet with current terminal operators prior to this transition.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this Trade Information Bulletin, please contact Assistant Port Director Tracie Fukuhara at (206) 553-2755 or tracie.r.fukuhara@dhs.gov.   

Kathleen M. Sarten

Area Port Director, Seattle, WA
� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���











One Team ( One Fight

U.S. Customs And Border Protection

_1120638149.bin

